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The two men formed the smallest party that has wintered in
the Antarctic. They had no proper hut, but built a shelter of
provision cases over an old boat, the latter serving as bedroom
and storeroom. The dogs were comfortably housed outside, a
store of 30 seals and 200 penguins was accumulated and all outside
work was completed before the first winter blizzard. The time
was fully occupied. In addition to household duties, meteoro-
logical observations were taken every two hours from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. and for forty days tidal observations were made hourly,
day and night. Some surveying was accomplished ; geological
specimens were collected and a record of ice movements and of
bird and animal life was made. Sets of fifty embryos of Gentoo
and Ringed penguins were collected. Cope did not charter a
vessel, but Captain Andersen arrived on January i3th, 1922, and
relieved the explorers.